
MANASSAS BUSINESS COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
April 4, 2019

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Scott Hepburn, Nicholas Pascale, Carmela Patrick, 
Sartaj Randhawa, James Rudzinski, Mary Jo 
Christenson, Sean Porter, Bennett Whitlock, Ross 
Snare IV

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF PRESENT: Patrick J. Small, Director of Economic Development

GUESTS PRESENT:         W. Patrick Pate, City Manager
Matt Arcieri, Planning & Zoning Manager

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Chairman Hepburn called the meeting to order. He presented the December minutes
for review and approval. There being no comments, Nicolas Pascale moved to adopt
the MBC Minutes of December 6th which was seconded by Bennett Whitlock. The
Minutes were adopted unanimously by the members present.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ANNUAL REPORT

Patrick Small presented the Economic Development Department’s Annual report to City
Council. He covered new and expanding business investment as well as the metrics
the City tracks to monitor the community’s economic health. He noted the current
presentation also begins reporting on the results of the citizen’s satisfaction surveys and
initiatives that touch on those areas.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Matt Arcieri led the group in a discussion about priorities for the 2040 Comprehensive
Plan update. He and Mr. Small circulated the draft chapter goal statement and key
issues which were based on the prior plan, comments from the Department of
Economic Development, the economic development strategic planning initiatives and
the Community Conversations; including the conversation hosted by the MBC and the
body’s subsequent discussions on that conversation. Staff also circulated draft
objectives and strategies. Mr. Arcieri requested that, rather than wordsmithing which
would be done subsequently, the MBC discuss whether the objectives and strategies
were the right ones and whether any additional items should be added or if any items
needed to be removed. The members discussed the process and the draft. It was
generally felt that the document reflected their understanding of the key issues and that
few changes would be necessary.
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Mr. Arcieri outlined the next steps in the review process and discussed ways that the
members and others in their businesses or in the community could provide feedback
and input. He requested that everyone review the drafts and provide input on the
economic development section through the MBC Chair and Economic Development
Director.

Scott Hepburn raised the issue of building height restrictions in Downtown. He noted
that the EDA had spent time discussing the matter and that he had been approached by
concerned business owners who opposed any restrictions more stringent than those
already in place. Mr. Small and Mr. Arcieri briefed the members on the background of
the issue and stated that some private citizens in favor of height restrictions were vocal
at public meetings where the various aspects of the plan had been discussed. He noted
that no changes to the current regulations had been proposed by staff nor requested to
be produced by staff from the advisory or governing bodies overseeing the planning
process.  

Mr. Hepburn requested that MBC take a position opposing further restrictions and
inquired as to how that positon could be conveyed. Mr. Small noted that the sort of
position Mr. Hepburn suggested was exactly the type of feedback the City Council
expected to receive from the MBC and that it was in keeping with the Council’s purpose.
The members present were in general agreement and Mr. Snare noted the Chamber of
Commerce could take a similar position. Mr. Small and Mr. Arcieri noted they could
convey the business community’s sentiment but suggested that MBC refrain from taking
formal action via a letter or resolution until it became clear whether such restrictions
might actually be included in the Comprehensive Plan.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.




